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HIS ENEMIES

6:27, "But I say unto you. Love your enemies, do good to them that

hate you, bless them that curse you, pray for them that de-

spiteful ly use you."

I think the saddest thing in the history of the world is the way the man

who came to be a loving friend to everyone made more enemies than anyone the

world has ever known. Jesus came to save the world, and. the world hated nim.

"He came unto his own," says John, "famfc his own received him not."

Even before he was born, the world was rude to him. .You remember how he was

turned away from the inn to be born in a stable, thelittle Babe of Bethlehem. Sure-

ly everyone would love a baby. The shepherds and the wise men did, and were kino, to

him. But no—not every one loved this baby. Already he had an enemy. The King

himself. And Herod’s soldiers wflte soon tramping the streets of Bethlehem about their

bloody work, while mothers shriekrfin vain to save their children iron the slaughter.

He was only a baby, but already his enemies wanted to kill him.
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Even in the curious legends manufactured about his childhood by later

Christian generations, Jesus is always troubled by enemies. In HAzareth the other

children refuse to play with hiritf At school,
J.

teacher strikes "him when Jesus proves

him ij/tong.
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When Jesus becomes a man the picture does not change. Fis heradd and fore-

runner, John the Baptist- is put into prison and beheaded . He preaches a sermon in

his own bon* town—his first sermon-—and it makeshim so many enemies that h* bar-ly

escapes with his life. The whole congregation^ rises up in church and seizes him

and rushes him out to throw him over a cliff.

i A£W--bhat, fn the short three years of his work on earth, h^ made enemies

Everything he did “wsie , wrong . If he made friends,^ it was with the

wrong sort of people, "publicans and sinners"— so the "good" people became his

enemies. (Mk.5:30) If he did good deeds, it was on the wrong day, the Jewish holy

day, the oabbath--so the religious people became his enemies, (ilk 3:1-6). If he

said that God
' rma 1 i kewe Father, that was blasphemy— so the theologians be-

came his enemies. (Jn 5:18). If the people follow him, that is revolu tion--so tne

government becomes his enemy. From every side his enemies gather to plot to kill

him, and in the end they do kill him. We know too well how one of his own disciples

betrayed him, and his friends forsook him, and his countrymen cried, "Kill him", and

his government crucified him. He was a man of enemies, ^ and he still has enemies to-

day.
0

That is one of the strange things about him. He still makes enemies, Nobody

cares anymore about even the bad men of long ago. They are dead and forgotten now.

Ahab ana Nero have no enemies now. But in every generation Jesus has new enemies.
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Now a man with so many enemies, past and present, must have been either very,

very b^ad, or very, very good: and °esus, whatever else he may have been, was a very

good' man. Even non-Chris tians are quite willing to admit that. And nowhere is the

supreme quality of his moral goodness better seen than in his attitude to his enemies.

You wpu-bd expect a man, hounded end persecuted from the cradie to the grave

as he was to develop fearful, furtive ways, p«ah&»e—to cringe from opposition like

and to s*ek safety in compromise and k v
Ye^ias, and when he speaks, he speaks the

to develop a bitter, reactionary at-..r Uo 4i» [<W If (fwtv (svm * i #v|

At Jesus seeks no revenge, and with msA- Va ex?'c,:

titude, and a burning desire for revenge., But Jesuip se
(

_

last words he asks God to forgive the*> v-r^ry
"
1 ones who- arc—putting him to lieath. ihese

nr-* hum rmnn+.s •hVm b inmr.ss me mnst about Jesus’ attitude his enemies.are the two points that impress me most about Jesus

1. He does not give in to them. He rather seeks to win them.

2. He cannot hate them, because he loves them.
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It may help us as Christians to meet what? opponents vm- ioay Jaems touay if we Iook more
closely at this double attitude of Jesus toward his enemies.^)

First, Jesus did not give in to them. He refused to sacrifice his principles
simply because them were unpopular, or because people opposed them. The rulers of the
Jews told him, "You can't heal the sick on the Sabbath]' . But Jesus knew that the law

|iever wrcjng^ to^ Jieal thq
^

^sick, and^e w^tright on with his works of mercy. It was* harcfeS* t©b stand-up - agaiitat
of love was a higher law than the law of the sabbath. It was
sick, and.^w^n^ight on witt
*the people. A They wanted a Kmj
the bitter oppression? of

A
'koman ii^»eriai-ism. But Jesus refused,_.^djnany

f
that had

*the people.? Th^y Wanted^ a King 4 .They wanted Jesus to lead them victor ib-us against

followed him left him and turned against him. It made him enemies, Abut M could not
compromise. His kingdom, he knew, was not of this world, and the great enemy was sin,
not Rome.

This is a hard lesson to 3? arn. It is easier to give in, as the Western Church
did?to Constantine, and as others have done since. One of the greet riddles of the
history of the Church in China is what happened to the Christianity which came to
China 1300 years ago in the great T'ang dynasty. In the 7th c. we see it overcoming
great persecutions under the Empress Wu Eou. In the days of the poets Li Po and
Tu Fu it began to exercise great influece in the golden court^ It established churches
and monasteries, and won converts among the great people of the realm. Then suddenly
it vanished. In the year 987 a Syrian missionary returned to Baghdad and reported,
"There remains not one single Christian in China." What happened? Persecution? But
that early Chinese Church had already endured persecution and* came through victorious.
What was the reason them? Well, one reason at least, historians say, is simply that
it grew tired, and gave in to its enemies. It compromised. It sacrificed its
principles for peace. But once Christian principles have been surrendered, there is

no longer any excuse for a church to exist. So the Church of the T'angs disappeared
almost without a trace.
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Jesus aurrenderwdtthims»lf > but wrtA the—truth to his enemies. he docs more
than merely stand up for the truth. He goes^farther . He is not afraid to counter-
attack and try to win his enemies fco of TiW°=», You remember the day

1 nim, h\when the Pharisees and Sadducees crowded about him, hurling questions at him, trying
to trip him up. First it was a question about taxes. Then about heaven. Then about
the law. But each thrust Jesus parries and answers with the cool skill of a master
debater. He can't be trapped. He is concerned, however, about more than evading
traps. He wants to convert these questioners. Suddenly he sees a chance. In one
of the questions, the one about the greatest commandment, he sees a point where he
doesn't have to disagree with his enemy, and he is quick to answer ia. a way that will
show their agreement, not their differences. So suddenly the surprised enemy f^Lnds
himself* frorrml (=+.(=>! wi "hVi i nrnrorniic mrl i J^rhr f!Vivn s -h find J^rhr srrn

w XJ-Liiauig, wwra ulc ui u Oil.

This brings us to the second point. The
with his enemies was love. Love for enemies?
Ho** pan ' a man love -brio—enemies? Some, even

4. CA^ir ht Cm4aUJ(
.

1

Le basic principle m all Jesus dealings
That a hard point to understandc

among the^Ohris tians do^hi' |^ry ttunder-
stand it, and they invented curious legends about Jesus being more naturalcana/ >i^aking
revenge on his enemies. One of these strange legends of his boyhood tells about ^ihe

day the children of Nazareth refused to play with little Jesus, so he turns them all
into animals. Another day a boy puroosely runs into him, and Jesus, angry, kills him
a word. Then there is the one aooutjhow at school, Jesus gets inuo an argument with
his teacher, and the teacher l^seshis temper and hits him, Jesus simply touches his
arm, and it withers away . Then henbrows him down dead. 1b. New w*. WVi < \ \

**

But that is not Jesus Christ. It is a completely false picture. It may be the
natural way for a man to act toward his enemies, but it is exactly the way Jesus did
not act toward his enemies. Though they beat him, and reviled him, and finally cru-
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cified him, he would not and he could not hate them. He wo^Ip^not and- he* ccrcrtd-'nct

strike back. could only love, and in love he could only^ forgive .ffctL, .

Today we say, "Well, that is very fine, but it is not a practical attitude.
After all, look what happened to desus. He was killed, wasn’t he? And what did
love get his disciples? James had Ijis head cut off; Peter was crucified head down;

Andrew was nailed to crossed poles— in fact one tradition says that all the disciples
except John were violently put to death. That’s what loving you enemies gets you

—

death and a cross!"

But is that all it gets you? Was Jesus really defeated^ . Hot the Jesus I take
as my Lord and Master, the Jesus Christ who rose again in the greatest triumph
l»*«pe over evil lift ivin^oey—the resurrection. And not Peter and James and John, who
knew very well that it was better to love and die for Christ, than live and hate.
And which weally was more practical, anyway?—the scheming hatreds and brutal it|»e
of Roman politicians and generals, or the d love of those simple Christians
who followed Jesus Christ -ohwok —that strange end curious, gentle
love Hugh-, that counted no man^foe, that le aped beyond the barriers of race and
tongae and class, a love that laughed at all Rome's armies, and shook the throne
itself, and turned the world upside down; a love that took its captors captive, and
made its enemies friends.
__ l^du. *vo W«/\ * wans iu <J < AihVj V % , < j kJu.1

I said that Jesus had more enemies than any man in historyA Yes, that is true^
But don't forget this, Wo. He also has more friends than any man since time began,
for that is the power of his redeeming love. t fde-Js.

This is kmc f wne-frl?? what poor, tired Hanoieon saw at last," r * - ' -
7W c*'*- U'-t'iw

i

a prisoner on a tiny island. He had tried the other way—the
short-cutA to a better-ordered world, and his laws had been beautiful things. But at
the end he said something like this, I hon't remember the exact words: "Alexander
and Caesar and I—we built our empires on force, and failed. Jesus is building his
empire on love, and love never fails."^ '

Thra-xs the> love that never fails:
f
Love your enemies, do good to them that

hate you, bless them that curse you, pray for them that aespitefuily use you."
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